Sulphamethoxypyridazine for dermatitis herpetiformis, linear IgA disease and cicatricial pemphigoid.
One-hundred and sixty-eight cases of dermatitis herpetiformis were reviewed to compare the clinical response to and incidence of side-effects from dapsone and sulphamethoxypyridazine. Thirty-seven received sulphamethoxypyridazine (0.25-1.5 g/day) as a single agent therapy at some stage during their care and 161 had dapsone only (50-450 mg/day). Thirty of these patients received both drugs, but at different times. Both were highly effective in controlling the skin disease in 97% of patients on dapsone and 89% on sulphamethoxypyridazine. While 36 (22%) of dapsone-treated subjects had intolerable side effects warranting a change in therapy, this occurred in only five (13.5%) of those treated with sulphamethoxypyridazine. Sulphamethoxypyridazine was also effective as a single agent in three patients with linear IgA disease who had suffered adverse effects from dapsone, and in 10 out of 15 patients with oral and cutaneous lesions of cicatricial pemphigoid.